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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The PN’s Focus Group on Climate Change was established with the remit of evaluating
the eighty-seven (87) recommendations forwarded within the Climate Change Committee
(CCC) and proposing additional recommendations not listed in the same report pursuant
to attaining Malta’s GHG emissions obligations. The Focus Group was divided into two
sub-groups, addressing technical and economics aspects, and social and outreach aspects
respectively, with each sub-group addressing the terms of reference from their respective
line/s of competence. CCC report recommendations were categorised into different tiers

and their feasibility and priority was ranked on an arbitrary basis.

Salient proposals pertaining to the outreach dimension forwarded by the Focus Group
include the need to project and relay the message in simpler terms to the general public
by watering down the rigours of science, the need to involve local government avenues to
a greater degree, and to disseminate to the public scientific proof of climate change to

debunk misconceptions and myths doubting the plausibility of climate change science.

Core recommendations for the building industry include the need to monitor energy
performance of buildings, the need to set clarion targets for energy saving from buildings
on a national scale, the need to recover energy from construction waste through its reuse
and the need for proper ownership and enforcement of aspects of the Energy Directive

relating to energy-saving measures from buildings.
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Recommendations relating to energy generation and consumption centre around the need
to have a proper framework in place to govern the introduction of wind turbines by
privates on rooftops, the need for fuel price regulators to consult with the CCC, the need
for green champions within government entities in order to promote the implementation
of green procurement policies, the need to dove-tail energy generation policies with waste
management ones and the need to incentivise to a greater degree inputs to the national

grid by renewable energy sources.

Individuals should be empowered through the dissemination of carbon calculators and the
possibility of investing in carbon offsetting schemes to compensate for an individual’s
GHG emissions accumulated through annual flight travel, for example.
Recommendations of a social timbre also include the need for inter-agency strategies and
high-quality public policy, the need to explore ways how society can be educated in
community values, the further formulation of strategies within the environmental
education debate and the identification of a framework that converges urban
development, consonant with recommendations by the National Committee for

Sustainable Development (NCSD).



I. PREAMBLE

Despite being fledged within the framework of a political establishment, the Focus Group
operated in a super-partes way, with its integrity and objectivity not being fettered by
partisan political considerations from the PN in any way. The members of the Focus
Group vouchsafe to such an approach and endorse and subscribe to the views expressed
in this report, which were borne out of unhindered discussions between the same
members. Any eventual subsequent changes to the report’s contents are not necessarily
endorsed by the members of this Focus Group. The contents of this report may not reflect

the opinions of individuals within the Focus Group.

Dr. Alan Deidun

Chairman Focus Group

Dr. Mark Anthony Falzon

Mr.Pippo Psaila Mr. Andrew Azzopardi

Ms. Mariella Rapa Ms. Lara Tonna



Mr. Ronald Balzan Mr, David Felice

Dr. Marthese Portelli Mr. Ryan Callus

Dr. Robert Tufigno

February 26, 2008

II. TERMS OF REFERENCE

The focus group was formed by PN, after government issued a period of consultation
with regards to the climate change committee Report. PN feels that it should have a role
in this consultation period and as a result asked a group of 10 professionals in different
fields to sit together and prepare recommendations to be then presented to the Executive
and Administrative arm. PN made it very clear that there shall be no party direction for

the group and what it expects is a professional response to the climate change report.

III. METHODOLOGY ADOPTED

Insert Timeframes and Karl to beefup
The Focus Group was fragmented into two smaller ad hoc units, consisting of not more

than seven unit members each, so as to address the group’s terms of reference in a more
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comprehensive way by drawing on the inherent individual expertise of the unit members

and in order to hone in on specific thematic issues related to climate change. The

different units established were:

- The technical and economic aspects unit (Alan Deidun, Ryan Callus, Pippo Psaila,

David Felice, Robert Tufigno)

- The social and education/outreach aspects unit (Lara Tonna, Andrew Azzopardi,

Mariella Rapa, Marthese Portelli, Mark Anthony Falzon, Yolande Spiteri, RB)

All units met concurrently but separately and a rapporteur from each unit briefed the rest

of the Focus Group about the day’s proceedings at the end of every meeting.

Lead authors from each unit were responsible for the compilation of separate chapters

within this report, which were then collated within a single holistic one

IV. SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL
CONSIDERATIONS

IV.i. THE SOCIAL DIMENSION

The Focus Group concurs that hastily-constructed ‘educational campaigns’ are bound to
prove useless, and that the emphasis should be on individual behaviour and attitudes (i.e.
on individual responsibility). On the latter, the earlier sections of the CCC report which
recommend making the ‘true cost’ of energy transparent to individual users — not least
through the use of user-friendly billing procedures — are particularly relevant and

commendable. The CCC report’s insistence that educational campaigns do not



exclusively target children is especially strident and relevant. The whole point of
childhood is that we outgrow it, and it would be counter-productive culturally to

construct sustainable energy use as something children learn in school.

The Focus Group believes that is not necessarily effective to link sustainable use with
‘Climate Change’ - it may well make sense to de-emphasise grand narratives of rising
sea-levels, melting ice-caps, efc.. in favour of vernacular-inspired discourses on sensible
use of energy. The problem with grand narratives is their spatial and temporal order
(“global’ climate change which takes place over ‘decades’), which makes them hard for
individuals to connect with in any meaningful and consequential way. That is to say, the
spatio-temporal disjuncture of meaning between the ‘global future’ and daily use of
energy, say, inside the home, is not easily overcome. The Focus Group believes that it
may in fact be more productive {0 link sustainable use to the simple logic that the
production of energy costs money and human labour, and that its consumption directly
affects our immediate and present-day environment. Armageddon-like scenarios (vide
04.7 a.i) are easily subverted, both in the public sphere and at vernacular level, and are
best avoided. This would also render doubts about human-induced climate change
irrelevant (at least as far as daily patierns of sustainability are concerned — academic
science is another matter altogether). In other words, the message needs to be that,
irrespective of whether or not the ‘hockey stick’ model holds, it makes sense to use

energy wisely.

The CCC report rightly refers (vide p161) to the combination (technically ‘triangulation”)

of a number of research approaches as providing the knowledge basis necessary for the






formulation of effective policy for ‘culture change’. To such approaches listed, one can
add ethnographic research, which has been defined as:
{A)n eclectic methodological device which privileges an engaged,
contextually rich and nuanced type of qualitative social research, in which
fine grained daily interactions constitute the lifeblood of the data produced.
With respect to methed, it entails the situational combination of field
techniques ... rooted in the ideal of participant observation (to live, to some
extent, as the ‘natives’ themselves do), itself based on relations of trust and a
belief that data are produced in and of ‘thick’ interaction between researcher/s

and researched.'

It is the Focus Group’s firm belief that the study of the patterns and meanings of energy
use ought also to be based on an understanding of the nuanced quotidian practices and
attitudes of users — inside their homes, workplaces, and so on. Surveys are essential in
that they provide a measure of the spread of variables among a general population (as
defined in some contextual and arbitrary way), while ethnographic-type qualitative
research tends to shed light on the complex interplay of variables (such as gender, class,
educational background, and access to resources) within a methodologically-
circumscribed context {as in a case study, for example, which may focus on a single
household, or workplace). It follows that if educational campaigns are to make sense they
must be conceived with an eye not least on fine-grained practice, towards an
understanding of which ethnography is a good starting point. Perhaps more tangibly,

policy-makers could work in collaboration with social scientific research at our

! Falzon, M.A. (2009), “Introduction’. In Falzon, M.A. (ed.) Muiti-sited Ethnography: Theory, praxis, and
locality in contemporary research, 1-24. Farnham: Ashgate.
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University, for example by building a portfolio of supervised dissertation research on the

lines of specific case studies.

Climate change in phychosocial terms — public attitudes and quality of life

Climate change influences an individual’s well-being and ones interaction with his/her
social environment. Living in a serene, stable environment is an essential ingredient to
provide this tranquility. Environmental changes and unstable climate patterns may create
discomfort at individual and collective latitude. In other words, both the individual and

society are affected by this phenomenon, and both will influence each other.

Humanity, its well-being and the quality of life is dependent upon ecosystems and we
need to identify barriers and drivers that prevent communities from accessing these
ecosyslem services in a sustainable manner. The Climate Change Report does well to
identify potential policy responses to remove and improve the way different communities
need to engage with this issue. A particular focus on advocacy and social learning in the
Report is commendable even though one may see a lack of creative ideas when it comes
to actual implementation strategies — from micro to macro engagements. Going beyond
the notion of profit, earnings and return can take communities to a deeper understanding
when living together. ‘Dialogue’, ‘partnership’, ‘transparency’ and ‘respect’ are
fundamental values that need to guide Climate Change strategy.

Attitudes and value systems that influence environmentally ethical behaviour will enable
peopie to participate as active and informed citizens in the development of communities

within an ecological sustainable and socially just society. This can happen if we apply
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ourselves. It is now the responsibility of Civil Society to motivate such transformations
by helping citizens understand the discourses around environmental education and
achievement of sustainable development. Education, awareness raising and training is
essential in fulfilling the mandate of inspiring, informing and enabling our country to

achieve sustainable development.

The quality of life of a population is an important concern that stems from our
commitment towards social change. A significant part of our standard of living is
measured by social capital, human well-being and comfort. As active citizens we need to
be encouraged to ask ourselves whether we can still engage in community or are we still
entrenched in an island mentality that may perpetuate self-centered attitudes whereby
nothing matters anymore to us than ‘us’. I do acknowledge the massive transformations
we are experiencing and fundamental difficulties in interpreting Climate within a
‘community’ constitution — even because ‘community’ can no longer be localized in the
spaces we were used to but is sculpturing itself in many forms and shapes. The Climate
Change Report may need to engage with the following enquiry: What is community?
How does climate affect me and my space? What measures should emerge from the
grassroots {e.g. school and NGO initiatives) and what processes should come about from
political decision making and taking? Who is missing from these initiatives and why does

it matter?

In psychosocial terms, Climate Change has an impact on the individual mental wellbeing,

his/her ecology and the interaction with the social environment. Changes and unstable



patterns may create internal mental and psychological discomfort. Living in a serene,
stable environment in turn provides healthy and vigorous individuals.

As suggested at the Social Dimensions of Climate Change Workshop organised by the
World Bank and held in 2008, when looking at these social dimensions it is worth asking

the following questions:

How will people’s lives and livelihoods change as a result of climate change?

What are the likely consequences for different groups of people within society?

For those already confronting insecure livelihoods, how will they manage additional
threats stemming from climate change?

Will insecurity worsen and for whom?

What policies should be put in place to help people cope?

Possible consequences of climate change on disabled people.

Climate change has become one of the biggest political and development challenges in
recent years. 1t has been well established that poor people are more vulnerable to climate
change due to transient and/or marginal living and working environments; a reliance on

climate-sensitive sectors; combined with limited assets and social security.

Poverty has a strong disability dimension. One in five of people living on less than the

equivalent of €1.6 a day has a disability. (www.includeevervhodv.org). Therefore,

climate change will mean that the already precarious situation of many persons with
disabilities will further deteriorate due to their high levels of vuinerability and social

exclusion.
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The effects of climate change on water, agriculture, habitation, and human health will be
far reaching and catastrophic for those who have the least capacity, including persons
with disabilities, to withstand and respond 1o the threats of worsening water and food
supplies and related health threats. Especially for the vast majority of developing
countries, facing a plethora of environmental and developmental needs and impacted by
institutional and resource constraints, the need to integrate and link responses to the
global climate change problem with other national environmental and development

concerns is a policy imperative.

Civil society institutions must ensure that the interests of disabled people are recognised
and promoted under such initiatives as one of the most vulnerable groups, in concert with

women and children, older adults and other minority groups.

1V.i.i. THE EDUCATIONAL/QUTREACH DIMENSION

It is a known fact that Climate Change is making an impact on all of us and clear
evidence shows us that its effects are already visible in various part of the globe. It is
adamant that all shareholders should take action before it is too late! But one would ask

who are the shareholders? Is it in everyone’s interest that we tackle this matter?

The role of the Government to have a global effort to turn back the effects of climate
change is not enough. It needs a major step forward. Civil Society representatives need
to go back into their communities and make people aware that they are in danger of
losing some of their greatest assets unless action to comprehensively address climate

change is not taken rapidly.



The Climate Change Strategy, addresses two key issues being the what, how and why of
a culture change and placing the economic and social aspects on the same footing as that
of the environmental aspect. The direction of this strategy is definitely right but it stil
has a long way to go. Concrete actions need to be taken. Through the long term vision of
having the right KNOWLEDGE - giving the relevant INFORMATION — and finding
the right means of COMMUNICATION, we can surely make a difference, however

small it may seem to be.

As human beings continue to have significant impacts on the environment and its
resources, education seems to be one of the best tool for providing the public with an
understanding of the consequences of their actions and behaviour patterns in order to

increase sensitivity and concern surrounding environmental issues.

Educating people about climate change is vital and creating awareness about the
challenges to be faced in the future will make people aware that one cannot in any way
disconnect oneself with the environment. The environment is something we are always
with and the children today are bound to face the impact of the approaching catastrophe
in years to come. When one looks into describing the various causes of climate change,
human influence had a profound impact on global climate change. The right kind of
stimulus has to be provided to nurture and sustain the interest of not only the young
minds to invest all their efforts in protecting the environment but also to their parents and
teachers about the importance of this vuinerable topic in a National as well as in a Global

scenario. This would provide a kind of platform for future generations of the country.



Addressing Climate Change throughout the various subjects in our Curriculum is an
option. One of the latest developments in education deals with the push for the integration
of different subjects and disciplines when presenting information to students in the
classroom. This concept is very appealing to environmental education as well. The study
and understanding of many environmental issues involves different elements of science.
Educators often look for ways to improve the chances of students being able to grasp key
concepts. It is becoming more popular for educators to integrate the subjects of math,
science, and technology with different aspects of the humanities in order to help students
gain a better understanding of these subjects so that may effectively apply the concepts in

real world situations.

Environmental education focuses on making people aware of issues and promotes an
understanding of the relationship between humans and their surrounding environment.
The Role of “EkoSkola” proved to be a positive siep towards making our young
generations more Environmental Friendly. This even led to “Eko Parlament™ — quite an
innovative experience for School Children voicing out their opinion in Parliament. It is
to be noted that Environmental Awareness days or week are being organized in our

schools.

The learning process does not stop when an individual finishes his/her formal education,
being at secondary, college or university. One of the aims of education is to instill in

educated persons the understanding of their position as members of both a [ocal



measures. Fromoting Limate Lhange in a posiive manner through visual and jconic
portrayals are more successful than the fear-inducing representations that are being
widely employed in the public domain. However, there is a lack of clarity in the iterature
about the impacts that fearful messages in climate change communications have on

people’s senses of engagement with the issue and associated implications for public
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